THE GREAT STATE

These practical, hardy Latin farmers founded a re-
public and an empire on a farmsteading." Their
colonies were not, like Alexander's colonies, mer-
cantile, but agricultural garrisons. Their Polity
grew crystallised, creeping from town to town, from
tribe to tribe, throughout five hundred years, round
a rude life at its roots agricultural.

But by the roads, the colonies, the system of
Caesar's legions and the Pandects of Justinian alone,
the Roman system would not have endured.   The
imperial system of force and law derived from Sulla
and Caesar became aware that it lacked that rein-
forcement of kindly brotherhood which, after all,
the ancient and the barbarian had known in his
tribe and phratry.   Therefore the Roman system
supplemented and allied itself with the Christian
religion; a faith of which the very core was the
apotheosis and lifting-up of a human  Family, as
the form and symbol of the divine.   The infant
Christ was worshipped lying before the hearth-fire
of Vesta.   The Christian church, thus buttressing
the patria potestas, was the resurgence of the simple
peasant Family ideal applied to politics. The Vestal
orders became, in lineal succession, the sisterhoods
of Christ  Scattered ascetic hermits were gradually
gathered from their Thebaid desert-cells, to form
communal families of the spirit in  Monasteries.
Later, monks and friars of Christianity undertook
to deal, in benign confraternity, with the outcast
and weaker elements of society; to deal with them,
that is, as a Family.   For the Family is the only
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